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alternative medicine. 

MY colleague from Iowa is a senior member of the subcommittee, and he and 1 
have had the discussion that we do need to look at the appropriate role f0.r 
alternacive medicine at: the NIH. We have scheduled a hearing in early 
October. I t  has been mentioned on the floor of the Senate that one of the 
panels should address the issue of alternative medicine. 

We have a 4-year hisrrory with the Office of Alternative Medicine. Let's 
debate and look at the results of that history. Let's see the results of peer 
review and see what advances have been made. 

The issue of whether to elevate an office to a center--again, as 1-talked 
to my colleagues over the lasr. few weeks about taking an office at the NIH 
and elevating it to a center--is one that I think we need to discuss, but Rot 
today on the FDA bill, not over the course of a few rmnutes, but: lock at it 
through the appropriate hearing process. What does it mean t3 elevate an 
office to center status? What is a center at the NIH? X hope my colleagues 
ask themselves right now, do I really know what a center at t5.e N I H  i s ?  Most 
will say no. The role of the current Office o f  Alternatrve Medicine, the 
office--as outlined by the Senator from Iowa, my colleague, w h o  basically 
defined what the offlce is --is to coordinate and foster tne zonddct and 
support of alternative medicine research at Che NIH. R i g h t  now, the cffrce 
provides a central focus f o r  a research a re3  that 1s germane to a11 NIH 
components. In other words, the office can work wrch a l l  t h e  '13ri3iis 
institutes. 

I understand that the majority of c3mplementary and alternacive research is 
performed and supported by those 2 4  centers and institutes a n d  d i v i s i o n s  
within the NIH, and it is integrated within che scientifrc research portfolio 
of each of chose institutes. My colleague is arguing--and he may be right, 
and that is why we need to discuss it--that w e  must consiaer 3:ternative 











Record, as follows: 


